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STATEMENT 


OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC 
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KOREA 


The Government of the Democratic Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Korea issues this state- 
ment in connection with the fact that the 
Japanese government is holding the so- 
called “ROK-Japan talks” under the in- 
stigation of U.S. imperialism, and is at- 
tempting, in conspiracy with the South Ko- 
rean puppet regime, to dispose unilaterally 
of the important outstanding questions ac- 
cumulated historically in Korea-Japan rela- 
tions and those questions directly concern- 
ing the interests of the whole Korean peo- 
ple. 


Having embarked upon imperialist ex- 
pansion towards the end of the 19th cen- 
tury and the beginning of the 20th century, 
Japan occupied and annexed Korea as a 
colony, thereby leaving the most shameful 
record in the relations between Korea and 
Japan. 

The colonial rule of Japanese imperialism 
in Korea brought the most gloomy and mi- 
serable period in the history of the Korean 
people. 

For nearly half a century, the Japanese 
imperialists had cruelly oppressed and 


slaughtered the Korean people, exploiting 
and plundering them without limit. 

In the closing days of its colonial rule, 
Japanese imperialism even prohibited the 
Korean people from using the Korean 
language and Korean characters and bent 
on totally destroying their inherent way of 
life in order to annihilate for ever the Kore- 
an nation with a long history and cultural 
traditions, and mobilized all the manpower 
and material resources of Korea to wage 
the aggressive war. 

As a result of the heinous colonial rule of 
Japanese imperialism, our beautiful land 
was devastated and stained with the blood 
of our people. 

When Korea was liberated after the sur- 
render of Japanese imperialism in 1945, all 
these questions of the past between Korea 
and Japan should have been justly disposed 
of on the recognized principles of interna- 
tional law and the normal relations restor- 
ed between the two countries. 


However, Korea was split and its unifica- 
tion and independence were delayed owing 
to the occupation of South Korea by U.S. 
imperialism, while defeated Japan, too, was 
occupied and subjugated by U.S. imperial- 
ism after surrender. Under these circum- 


l 


stances, and due to the unfriendly attitu- 
de of the Japanese ruling circles, the re- 
Jations between Korea and Japan have not 
been normalized. 

Thus, all the questions arising historical- 
ly as the result:of the occupation of ‘Korea 
by Japanese imperialism have not been 
settled and still remain unsettled up to this 
date. 

But the Japanese -government has long 
since been attempting to dispose unilateral- 
ly of these questions with the South Korean 
authorities through the ‘“ROK-Japan talks”, 
and is now busying itself in cooking up a 
final “agreement”. 

This is an entirely intolerable 
act. 

First of all, how can the Japanese go- 
vernment, under the condition in which Ko- 
rea still remains divided, possibly settle on- 
ly with the South Korean authorities those 
important questions which have arisen his- 
torically in Korea-Japan relations and con- 
cern the general interests of the peoples of 
the two countries and which should be 
handled with utmost prudence? 


What both the Korean and Japanese peo- 
ples desire today is to see Korea-Japan re- 
lations normalized on the basis of genuine 
peace and friendship so that the bitter his- 
tory of the past may never be repeated. 

This can never be done by the’ illegal, 
conspiratorial method of dealing with the 
South Korean authorities alone. 


Moreover, the South Korean regime is 
the puppet of U.S. imperialism, which can 
represent none of the Korean people, it is a 
tool of aggression of U.S. imperialism. 

It is already well known to the world 
that the South Korean military fascist cli- 
que are only a bunch of impostors who have 
no constitution, no national assembly and 
no legal state apparatus whatsoever, and 
who are utterly isolated from the popular 
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unlawiul 


masses. 

How does the Japanese government 
venture to think it ever possible to settle 
the questions concerning the national in- 
terests of the whole of Korea with such 
fellows? 

In Korea today there exists the Democra- 
tic People’s Republic of Korea which repre- 


sents the genuine interests of the entire 
Korean people. 
If the Japanese government really in- 


tends to settle the important questions con- 
cerning Korea-Japan relations with genuine 
impartiality in the interests of both Korean 
and Japanese peoples, it should try to settle 
the questions after Korea is unified. That is 
a principle. 

Hf the Japanese government wants to 
settle the question in good faith even now, 
then, it should at least choose the method 
of tripartite talks with both the Government 
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Ko- 
rea and the South Korean authorities, 

The outstanding questions between Korea 
and Japan can neither be discussed nor 
solved at such “ROK-Japan talks.” 
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The first question that has to be settled 
in order to clear up the unhappy history of 
the past created in the relations between 
Korea and Japan and establish new normal 
relations based on peace and friendship, 
is for the Japanése government to make fair 
reparation for the tremendous damages, 
both material and immaterial, done by the 
Japanese imperialists to the Korean people 
in the past during their colonial rule and, 
particularly, during the war. 

It is a duty for a vanquished nation to 
pay indemnity for the consequences of its 
criminal acts of aggression, and in actual 
fact, Japan is now paying indemnities un- 


der corresponding agreements to the many 
countries which it invaded. 

Immeasurably tremendous were the da- 
mages caused by the Japanese imperialists 
to the Korean people while carrying out the 
unprecedentedly tyrannical policy of coloni- 
al plunder throughout the period of their 
occupation of Korea. 

From the first days of their colonization 
of Korea, they robbed the Korean people of 
all the major means of production includ- 
ing lands. 

The Japanese imperialists monopolized 
all the fertile lands of Korea, plundered, all 
its forests and pillaged all its rich mineral 
resources, 

Japanese imperialism reduced Korea to a 
source of raw material, to its exclusive 
market for commedities and, further, 
changed it into a logistical base for ag- 
gression on the continent, grinding down 
the people of Korea. 

The Japanese imperialists forced the Ko- 
rean workers to work for 12-14 hours a day 
but did not pay them even the minimum 
living wages, 

When the Japanese imperialists were ex- 
panding the aggressive war on the con- 
tinent and launched the Pacific War, they 
introduced “wartime delivery system”, 
plundering the Korean people of all their 
property and natural resources at random. 
At that time the rice looted by the Japanese 
imperialists even amounted to 10 million 
suk a year at the maximum. 


They forced the Korean people to eat only 
bean-cake and _ finally pillaged even 
their brass wares and spoons. The number 
of cattle taken away by the Japanese impe- 
rialists in the name of “wartime delivery” 
reached over 400,000. 


Furthermore, suppressing the anti-Japan- 


ese struggles of the Korean people, the Ja- 
Ppanese imperialists unceasingly arrested 


and imprisoned our patriots, organized 
massacres of popular masses, burnt down 
villages and destroyed and plundered the 
household goods and property. 

In addition, they looted away numerous 
precious historical cultural relics from 
Korea. 


Everyone knows that the huge material 
damages which were inflicted by the Japan- 
ese imperialists upon the Korean _ people 
were beyond measure, indeed. 

Even according to the incomplete data 
left by the Japanese imperialists at the time 
of their surrender, the Japanese imperial- 
ists, during their occupation of Korea, di- 
rectly plundered hundreds of tons of gold, 
silver and treasures, natural resources and 
other products, tens of thousands of world- 
famous historic relics, tens of thousands of 
volumes of priceless books and so forth, 
which, calculated in terms of the present 
currency of the Democratic People’s Repu- 
blic: of Korea, amount to hundreds of bil- 
lions of won. 


Furthermore, at the time of their surren- 
der, the Japanese imperialists destroyed, 
before leaving our country, even factories 
and mills, coal mines and power stations, 
railroads and other means of communica- 
tion which had been built by exploiting the 
Korean people. 


The Government of the Democratic Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Korea considers that in 
the light of the recognized principles of in- 
ternational law and international practice, 
it has the right to ask the Japanese authori- 
ties for compensation for all the damages 
which the Japanese aggressors inflicted on 
the Korean people and that the Japanese 
authorities are bound by the legal duty to 
indemnify for them. 

The question of the so-called ‘property 
claim” over which the Japanese government 
is bargaining with the South Korean mil1- 
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tary fascist clique at the “ROK-Japan 
talks”, is the very question of reparation 
for the material damages inflicted by the 
Japanese imperialists on the Korean people 
for 36 years. The Japanese government is 
machinating, through the secret bargaining, 
to dispose of this question by offering only 
a few hundred million dollars to the swin- 
dlers of the South Korean military regime 
who can not represent the Korean people. 
This is really outrageous. 

How can they possibly evade through 
such means their responsibility for the 
plunder and destruction they had committed 
for nearly half a century? 


The South Korean puppet clique, that 
bunch of swindlers and impostors who have 
never represented and cannot represent the 
Korean people, are going to sell the in- 
terests of the whole Korean people for a 
few hundred million dollars in order to sa- 
tisfy their temporary and avaracious poli- 
tical ambition and are even begging for it, 
kneeling down before their Japanese 
masters. 


This is an evil country-selling and na- 
tion-betraying act. 

None of the Korean people tolerates it. 
Even if the Japanese government strikes 
any deal with the South Korean military fa- 
scist clique in disregard of the legitimate 
right of the Korean people to demand re- 
paration for Japan, it will be nothing but 
personal monetary dealings between them. 

The reparation question should by all 
means be settled fairly and reasonably, in 
conformity with the interests of the peoples 
of the two countries. 


Accordingly, this question cannot be settl- 
ed by means of any conspiracy. 

This question can be settled satisfactorily 
only when it is discussed seriously between 
all parties concerned in the spirit of sincere 
negotiation and cooperation. 
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III 


Another serious aftermath of the colonial 
rule of the Japanese imperialists over Ko- 
rea is the problem of over 600 thousand 
Korean citizens in Japan. 

The Korean citizens in Japan are made 
up of those who had been drafted for forced 
labour by the Japanese colonial rulers in 
the past or those who had been compelled 
to leave their own native places for Japan, 
having lost the means of living under the 
harsh colonial rule of the Japanese imperi- 
alists. 

From the first day of their occupation of 
Korea, the Japanese imperialists deprived 
the Korean people of their means of liveli- 
hood by exacting high-rate colonial super 
profit, by means of brigandish plunder and 
exploitation. 

Having lost the means of living, the Ko- 
reans became a constant source of cheap 
labour force for the Japanese monopoly 
capital. 

Throughout the period of the occupation 
of Korea, the Japanese imperialists took to 
Japan en masse the -Korean people who 
were wandering about in search of the way 
of living. 

In particular, during the period of their 
aggression upon the continent and of the 
Pacific War, the Japanese imperialists en- 
forced in Korea a wartime labour conscrip- 
tion system to cope with the shortage of 
wartime labour and drafted by force num- 
erous Korean men and women, and either 
hurled them into the front as labourers or 
took them to Japan, their number totalling 
more than 3.34 million. 

In conscripting the Koreans during the 
war of aggression, the Japanese imperial- 
ists resorted to all kinds of barbarous 
methods resembling those of the slave tra- 


ders of the last century; they raided the 
peasant houses in the dead of the night, 
and brought trucks to the fields to take 
away young and middle-aged Koreans at 
random in broad daylight. 

The Japanese imperialists hurled the Ko- 
rean people they had taken away into the 
most labour-consuming fields such as coal 


or ore mines without exception. 


Even according to the Japanese official 
data, the number of those Korean workers 
who were forced to do slave labour in Ja- 
panese coal mines alone, where labour ac- 
cidents were most frequent, amounted to 
400 thousands. 

While driving hard literally like beasts 
of burden those Koreans they had taken 
away by force, the Japanese imperialists 
did not ensure them even the minimum cost 
of living and subjected them to all sorts of 
national humiliation and maltreatment. 

As a result, numberless Korean people 
met tragic end in Japan after undergoing 
hard labour, languishing in poverty, hunger 
and cold for scores of years. 

Further, the Japanese imperialists time 
and again organised wholesale massacre of 
Koreans. 


In September 1923 alone, the Japanese 
imperialists slaughtered more than 6,000 
Koreans collectively or individually in 
various parts of Japan. 


Also innumerable were the mass slaught- 
er cases in which the Korean workers who 
were mobilized in the construction of muni- 
tion factories and military bases were kill- 
ed en masse for the sake of “security”. 

The Koreans who remain in Japan today 
are none other than those who have barely 
survived such pernicious national humilia- 
tion and persecution. 

The Japanese government is under obli- 


gation to guarantee all the legal rights and 
treatment due foreigners to the Korean ci- 


tizens in Japan in the light of the crimes 
committed by the Japanese imperialists 
against the Korean citizens in Japan in the 
past and in the light of the principles of 
international law. 


However, the situation of the Korean ci- 
tizens in Japan has not changed even after 
the defeat of the Japanese imperialists and 
the liberation of Korea. 


The Korean citizens in Japan are not 
ensured proper treatment due _ foreigners 
prescribed in international law and they are 
leading as ever an unstable, miserable life, 
being subjected to national huniiliation and 
persecution, in poverty and non-rights. 


The Japanese government has left the 
Korean citizens in Japan outside legal pro- 
tection and is not ensuring them the right 
to employment, right to complete national 
education, right to free travel to and from 
their fatherland as well as other democra- 
tic, national rights. 

Furthermore, while chanting about the 
so-called “legal status of the Korean in 
Japan” at the “ROK-Japan talks”, the Japa- 
nese government is today scheming to use 
the Korean citizens in Japan as a bait in 
the political bargaining with the South Ko- 
rean military fascist clique, to force the 
“nationality of the Republic of Korea” upon 
them and persecute them more by putting 
them to a political “screening.” 


The Government of the Democratic Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Korea resolutely condemns 
this as another grave criminal act running 
diametrically counter to the principles of in- 
ternational law and humanitarianism, 


Today the absolute majority of the Ko- 
reans in Japan are citizens of the Democra- 
tic People’s Republic of Korea. Under the 
agreement concluded between the Red 
Cross organisations of Korea and Japan, 
nearly 80,000 Korean citizens have already 
returned from Japan to their glorious fa- 
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therland, the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea, where a happy, new life awaited 
them. 

The questions concerning the Korean citi- 


zens in Japan who retain. the nationality of. 


our Republic are questions directly related 
to the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea. 

The Japanese government has no legal or 
moral power whatsoever to discuss ques- 
tions concerning the citizens of the Demo- 
cratic People’s Republic of Korea with the 
swindlers of South Korea at the so-called 
“ROK-Japan talks”. 

The. Japanese government should accord 
all the Korean citizens in Japan equal treat- 
ment due foreigners in accordance with in- 
ternational law, and fully ensure them all 
democratic, national rights including the 
ireedom of travelling to and from their fa- 
therland; there can be no bargaining on 
these points. 

No one can unilaterally settle questions 
concerning the Korean citizens in Japan 
without consulting with the Government of 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
and in disregard of the will of the absolute 
majority of the Korean citizens in Japan. 

It is unlawful and invalid, even if the 
Japanese government concocts any. fraudu- 
lent document with the South Korean mili- 
tary fascist clique in the “ROK-Japan 
talks”. 

The Japanese government should bear in 
mind that it cannot solve one-sidedly any 
other question either, which is related to 
Korea including the “question of fisheries 
agreement” without the participation of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 


IV 


It will be a grave mistake if the Japanese 
government calculates that such important 
questions pending historically in the rela- 
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tions between Korea and Japan can _ be 
dealt with one-sidedly at such conspirato- 
rial place as the illegal “ROK-Japan talks”. 

The Government of the Democratic Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Korea holds that in order 
fairly to solve the question of ‘reparation 
claim against Japan and other questions 
pending historically in the relations of 
Korea and Japan in full conformity with 
the interests of both the Korean and Japa- 
nese peoples and with the interests of peace 
in the Far East and Asia, these questions 
should be discussed and solved after Korea 
is unified and a unified people’s government 
is established. 

The Government of the Democratic Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Korea requests that the 
Japanese government accept our just de- 
mand and stop immediately the “ROK- 
Japan talks” which are hostile to the De- 
mocratic People’s Republic of Korea, gra- 
vely infringe upon the interests not only 
of the entire Korean people but also of the 
Japanese people and endanger peace and 
security in Asia. 

It is by no means a secret that the 
“ROK-Japan talks” are manipulated by the 
U.S. imperialists. 

The U.S. imperialists are desperately 
speeding up the “ROK-Japan talks” to draw 
iri and use the Japanese militarist forces in 
hampering the unification of Korea and 
perpetuating its division and tiding over 
the crisis of their colonial rule which is faced 
with collapse in South Korea and, further- 
more, to frame up as early as possible the 
“Northeast Asia Alliance” designed to put 
up the Japanese mnilitarist forces as a 
“shock-brigade” in aggression against the 
Asian continent. 


If the Japanese militarists cherish any 
delusion to realise the old dream of domi- 
nating Korea and Asia as a reward for 
serving as the cat’s-paw of the U.S. imperi- 
alists in the aggressive war, they will be 


shameful 
already 


only taking again the road of 
crimes upon which history has 
passed a judgement. 

Through the “ROK-Japan 
Japanese militarists are paving the road 
for economic aggression of South Korea 
first of all, while machinating even to 
station Japanese troops in South Korea. 

But they must know that Korea of today 
is not Korea of yesterday and the Korean 
people of today are not the Korean people 
of 50 years ago. 

The entire Korean people will fight more 
resolutely to smash the scheme of the Japa- 
nese militarists to invade South Korea 
again through the “ROK-Japan talks” and 
to get the U.S. imperialist aggressors out 


talks’, the 


Pyongyang, December 13, 1962. 


of South Korea, put an end to the military 
fascist rule and achieve the independent 
peaceful unification of the country. 


Today in Japan also, broad segments of 
the people are determinedly coming out 
against the “ROK-Japan talks” which 
gravely infringe upon the national interests 
of Japan. 


This is a most just struggle. 


The Government of the Democratic Pea- 
ple’s Republic of Korea solemnly declares 
that whatever economic and military agree- 
ment the Japanese government may con- 
clude with the military fascist clique of 
South Korea at the “ROK-Japan talks”, it 
is entirely null and void. 


